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Reference may here be made to the attempts which were
made after the first World War to deal with school-leavers
who found difficulty in obtaining jobs- In November 1918
juvenile unemployment centres, conducted by LJLA.S,
were set up to provide educational and recreative activities
for young people who could not get work. Further schemes
were tried out from time to time, and in 1929 the title was
changed to 'junior instruction centres/ The whole matter
was tied up with the question of unemployment insurance.
Under Section 15 of the Unemployment Insurance Act of
1930 "the Minister [of Labour], after consultation with the
Board of Education, shall*.. make arrangements with local
education authorities for the provision, as far as is prac-
ticable, of approved courses of instruction for insured con-
tributors under the age of eighteen years who claim
benefit," But the minimum age for entry into unemploy-
ment insurance was sixteen, so that there was a period
between leaving school and the age of sixteen when the
*young person* was non-insurable. However, the Unem-
ployment Act of 1934 carried the matter a stage farther. The
Ministry of Labour, in an explanatory note on this Act,
said: "The Unemployment Act provides for the establish-
ment of courses of instruction for unemployed boys and
girls between school-leaving age and eighteen years of age.
For the first time a statutory obligation is imposed on edu-
cation authorities to provide such courses as may be neces-
sary___For thefirst time also the Minister is empowered to

require the attendance at an authorised course of instruc-
tion of any boy or girl between the school-leaving age and
eighteen years of age who is capable of and available for
work but has no work, or only part-time or intermittent
work." Between 1918 and 1934 over a million young per-
sons had passed through the junior instruction centres; and
in December 1934 there were in Great Britain in centres